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Translation

National Archives Act
B.E. 2556 (2013)

BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ, REX;
Given on the 28" Day of February B.E. 2556;
Being the 68" Year of the Present Reign.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej is graciously pleased to
proclaim that:

Whereas it is expedient to revise the law on national archives;

Be it, therefore, enacted by the King, by and with the advice and
consent of the National Legislative Assembly, as follows.

Section 1. This Act is called the “National Archives Act B.E. 2556
(2013)”.

Section 2. This Act shall come into force as from the day following
the date of its publication in the Government Gazette' .

Section 3. In this Act:
“record” means a paper or material which expresses a meaning
in the form of letters, symbols, illustration or sound, and shall include an

electronic record or other forms of record;

'Published in Government Gazette Volume 130, Part 23a, page 1, on 13" March B.E. 2556 (2013).
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“archival record” means a record that is no longer in use and has
been appraised as deserving safekeeping and preservation as an item of
cultural heritage pertaining to national history, and for the benefit of
education, study or research, registered by the Department of Fine Arts as
an archival record;

“public record” means a record produced or received by a state
agency or personnel in a state agency during the performance of duty;

“personal record” means record produced for personal interest;

“state agency” means a ministry, sub-ministry, department, agency
under the National Assembly, courts, constitutional organs and other state
agencies prescribed by Ministerial Regulation;

“Fund” means the Archives Promotion Fund;

“Director-General”
of Fine Arts;

“Minister” means the Minister having charge and control of the

means the Director-General of the Department

execution of this Act.

Section 4. This Act is not applicable to records which are antiques
or artefacts under the law on historical monuments, antiques and national

museums.

Section 5. The Minister of Culture shall have charge and control
of the execution of this Act and shall have the power to issue Ministerial
Regulations for the execution of this Act.

Ministerial Regulations and Notifications shall come into force upon

their publication in the Government Gazette.
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CHAPTER |
ARCHIVAL RECORDS

Section 6. For the benefit of safekeeping archival records, the
Department of Fine Arts shall have the following powers and duties:

(1) to appraise the value of records and establish an archival
records catalogue;

(2) to advise state agencies on the preparation of reports or
cataloguing of public records;

(3) to prepare technical and archival records administration
handbooks to support the safekeeping of valuable records;

(4) to develop record safekeeping and archival record services; the
provision of such services shall also take into account the accessibility and
uses for disabled person and the underprivileged.

Section 7. For the purposes of archival record safekeeping, a state
agency shall store public records incidental to its operations or in the
possession of the state agency, and having any of the following description,
for submission to the Department of Fine Arts:

(1) having value pursuant to the objectives of such state agency;

(2) having historical value;

(3) having value for educational, study or research purposes.

When keeping public documents under paragraph one, the state
agency shall prepare a list and catalogue of public records kept, which shall
at least comprise of the type and category of records, record safekeeping
period, record safekeeping procedures and the delivery of public record list
or catalogue, in accordance with the rules and procedures prescribed by
the Director-General.



Section 8. During the period of public record safekeeping under
section 7, the state agency shall keep the entire records, which shall be

retrievable and verifiable.

During the safekeeping of public records under paragraph one, the
state agency may enter into an agreement with the Department of Fine Arts
to submit such public documents to the Department of Fine Arts prior to
the expiration of the safekeeping period.

Once a state agency has kept public documents for the period
stated in section 7, the public records shall be submitted to the Department
of Fine Arts, with the exception of documents submitted to other state
agencies pursuant to the law on official information, in which case the state
agency shall also notify the Department of Fine Arts accordingly.

Section 9. Upon receiving public records from a public agency and
after an appraisal determination of the records’ value under section 7, the
archival record shall be catalogued for safekeeping and preservation at the
National Archival Repository.

In the case where a state agency finds it necessary to keep a public
record that has been catalogued as an archival record, an agreement
shall be executed with the Department of Fine Arts for safekeeping and
preservation at the state agency either on a permanent basis or for an
agreed period.

A public record under paragraph one which does not have archival
value shall be destroyed by the Department of Fine Arts.

Section 10. Upon a finding by the Department of Fine Arts that
a personal record owned or possessed by a person may have archival value,
the Department of Fine Arts may request access for inspection and
appraisal of such record, as necessary, and without causing damage
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to such record, as well as having regard to the protection of personal data
as provided by law.

The Director-General may enter into an agreement with the owner
or possessor of a public record under paragraph one which has archival
value for safekeeping and preservation at the National Archival Repository.

Section 11. After the Department of Fine Arts has received
personal records from an owner or possessor, the Department of Fine Arts
shall catalogue the archival record for safekeeping and preservation at the
National Archival Repository.

In the case where an owner or possessor does not submit
a personal record under section 10 for safekeeping and preservation at the
National Archival Repository, the Department of Fine Arts shall request to
make a copy and record details of the personal record as evidence in

accordance with the rules and procedures prescribed by the Director-General.

CHAPTER Il
NATIONAL ARCHIVAL REPOSITORY

Section 12. The National Archival Repository shall be the place for
safekeeping, preservation and provision of educational, study or research
services pertaining to national archives.

The National Archival Repository under this Act shall be
a government agency under the Department of Fine Arts, Ministry of Culture.

Section 13. The National Archival Repository shall have the

following powers and duties:
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(1) safekeeping and preservation of archival records;

(2) monitor, collect or receive archival records from state agencies;

(3) procure, purchase or accept donations of records having
archival value from private entities;

(4) cataloguing and installation of an archival record retrieval
instrument;

(5) recording of events relating to royal ceremonies, state
ceremonies and religious ceremonies;

(6) collection of records on significant national events;

(7) preparation of historical accounts based on hearsay with due
regard to the incorporation of all relevant facts;

(8) provision of educational, study and research services pertaining
to archival records;

(9) public dissemination, provision of printed materials, electronic
publications, exhibitions and events for the promotion and preservation of
archival records;

(10) provision of technical support for the archival repositories of
state agencies, local archival repositories and private archival repositories;

(11) other undertakings assigned by the Director-General.

Section 14. Upon safekeeping of an archival record at the
National Archival Repository, a person may not remove such archival record
from the National Archival Repository, except for temporary display at any
location, restoration or other necessity as prescribed by the Director-
General.

Section 15. The National Archival Repository shall arrange
archival records so as to enable the provision of public services for
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educational, study, research or copying purposes. The disclosure of
information contained in archival records shall be subject to the
provisions of the law on official information.

The provision of educational study, research or copying services
of archival records and the collection of service fees shall be as provided
by regulation issued by the Director-General.

Section 16. The production or copying of archival records,
whether in whole or in part, for commercial purposes shall be subject to

regulations issued by the Director-General.

CHAPTER Il
PROTECTION OF ARCHIVAL RECORDS

Section 17. No person shall alter or modify an archival record.

Section 18. No person shall undertake restoration works on an
archival record, except for restorations undertaken by the Department of
Fine Arts or as permitted by the Director-General.

Section 19. No person shall take, destroy, cause damage or

devalue an archival record.

Section 20. No person shall send or carry an archival record out
of the Kingdom, except with the permission of the Director-General with the
approval of the Council of Ministers.
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Section 21. No person shall buy, sell, exchange, distribute or

receive by any means an archival record.

Section 22. No person shall forge a record in whole or in part
in order to misrepresent the record to others as an authentic archival record.

Section 23. Copies of archival records kept and preserved at
the National Archival Repository, when verified as a true copy by the
Director-General, shall be admissible as evidence in court in lieu of the
original copy.

CHAPTER IV
ARCHIVES PROMOTION FUND

Section 24. There shall be a Fund called the “Archives Promotion
Fund” in the Department of Fine Arts for use as a circulation fund and
expenditures relating to archives, consisting of the following monies and
assets:

(1) fees collected under this Act;

(2) annual grants allocated by the government;

(3) grants given by local government organisations or other
organisations, domestic or foreign, and donated monies or assets;

(4) returns accruing from monies or assets of the Fund;

(5) other revenues.

Section 25. There shall be an Archives Promotion Fund Committee
consisting of the Director-General of the Department of Fine Arts

as chairman, the Deputy Director-General of the Department of Fine Arts
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designated by the Director-General as vice-chairman, representative of the
Ministry of Finance, representative of the Budget Bureau, President of the
Thai Provincial Administrative Organisations Association, as members, and
the Director of the National Archives of Thailand, as member and secretary,
and not more than two officials of the Department of Fine Arts as assistant
secretaries.

The members under paragraph one shall select not more than five
qualified persons having knowledge or experience in the administration of
history or archives as other members.

The term and retirement of qualified members, as well as the
conduct of meetings of the Fund Committee shall be as prescribed by

Ministerial Regulation.

Section 26. The Archives Promotion Fund Committee shall have
the following powers and duties:

(1) Fund administration;

(2) assisting and supporting the operations of the National Archival
Repository;

(3) providing regulations governing receipts, payments, money
deposits of the Fund and the seeking of returns from Fund monies, with the
approval of the Ministry of Finance;

(4) providing regulations governing the rules, procedures and
conditions for granting monies or assets to the National Archival Repository;

(5) reporting on the financial standing and administration of the
Fund to the Minister.

Section 27. The Archives Promotion Fund Committee shall
prescribe and adhere to an accounting system that is appropriate to the
operations according to the key work components, with account books
for receipts and payments, assets and liabilities representing the actual
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standing, as appropriate, according to the work component along with an
explanation on the source of transactions, and there shall also be regular

internal audits.

Section 28. The Office of the State Audit shall audit the Fund’s

accounts every year and submit an audit report to the Minister.

CHAPTER V
PENALTIES

Section 29. Any person who violates section 16 shall be liable to

a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand baht.

Section 30. Any person who violates section 17, section 19,
section 21 and section 22 shall be liable to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding five years or a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand baht,
or both.

Section 31. Any person who violates section 18 shall be liable
to a fine not exceeding sixty thousand baht.

Section 32. Any person who violates section 20 shall be liable
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years and a fine not
exceeding sixty thousand baht, or both.

Countersigned by:
Yingluck Shinawatra
Prime Minister



Remarks:- The reasons for promulgating this Act are as follows. Archival
records represent information and explain facts, including events that have
happened in the past. The safekeeping and preservation of such records in
proper or least damaged condition as materials of cultural heritage having
historical value for the nation is therefore important. It is expedient to
provide a system for safekeeping, preservation and safeguarding of archives,
as well as establish a National Archival Repository for the safekeeping,
preservation and provision of public services relating to the education,
study or research of archives. It is therefore necessary to enact this Act.



