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The group is leaving the TOT, Sri
Ayudhya Road, after listening to the TOT
Director-General’s briefing.
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In~erder to focus attention of tourists on the North
of Thailand, the Tourist Organization of Thailand organized
for the first fime a 10-day motor tour of the North this
year beginni}ug from August 21.

Besides the aim of developing tourist attractions in
the North and supporting the government’s Northern
Development Project, the trip was in line with the cele-
bration of the International Tourist Year declared by the
UN General Assembly at its meeting on November 4,
1966 on the strength of the conviction that travel and
tourism constitute an effective means of promoting inter-
national understanding and peace.

The North of Thailand has much to give to tourists :
breathtaking scenery, towering mountains, a great. variety
of flora and dreamy streams. To crown all, the Northern
people are very friendly to strangers from other regions.
They have their own impressive and time - hallowed culture
and traditions which find their most distinguished expres-
sion in the province of Chiang Mai, known as the
“Rose of the North” because of its irresistible and spon-
taneous charm.

On August 21, members of the motor caravan gathered
at the TOT office on Sri Ayudhya road at daybreak. The
caravan consisted of eight private cars and two TOT buses
for non-drivers, making a total of 140 tourists.

Leaving Bangkok, the caravan passed through and
stopped at various provinces on the No. 1 highway inclu-
ding Saraburi, Lop Buri, Sing Buri, Chai Nat, Nakhon
Sawan, Kamphaeng Phet, Tak ( branching off to Sukhothai
and Phitsanulok on the return trip) and Lampang.  Then
the cars turned on to the No. 106 highway passing through
amphoe Pa Sang, Lamphun, before arriving at Chiang
Mai, the destination.  The caravan arrived back in
Bangkok on Wednesday, August 30.
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At Bhumibol Dam.

After spending the first night at Nakhon Sawan,
the caravan went to Tak to see the Bhumibol Dam.
Then it proceeded to Thoen, winding its way up the hills
amidst gorgeous scenery bound for Chiang Mai.

In Chiang Mai, the tourists had a most enjoyable
time visiting Mount Sudheb, Bhubing Palace, Chiang Dao
Cave, Orb Luang Gorge and also touring the neighbouring
little town of Lamphun. They were there at the right
time for longan season and the Chiang Mai longan is consi-
dered by most the best, so, besides having their fill of
this delicious fruit, they brought some back home.
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In the precinct of Bhubing Royal

Palace on Mount Buakha, Chiang
Mai.

On the last night of their sojourn in Chiang Mai, the
tourists were entertained to the traditional “Kan Toke”
dinner—a farewell programme which deeply impressed
them.

The “Kan Toke” dinner is characterized by several
native practices. In the first place the atmosphere has
to be authentically northern. Candles are used instead
of electric lights.  Another feature is that it must be accom-
panied with indigenous musical performance and dances
such as nail dance, sword dance and ““Noi Jaiya” dance.

All guests both ladies and gentlemen will be clad in the

native costume with the ladies wearing in their hair

beautiful orchids or other flowers.

The dinner starts after 7.00 p.m. preceded by the
gentle and sweet native music. Guests file in and are
garlanded with jasmin flowers by the local belles. The

atmosphere is redolent with the fragrance of flowers.

PUUIANTTTIAAD AN
At Wat Phra Dhat atop Mount
Sudheb.
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Paying homage to the relics of
the Buddha interred in the stupa
at Wat Phra Dhat of changwat
Lamphun.

At the auspicious moment, the “Kan Toke ™ proces-
sion arrives led by dancing young ladies followed by
woman guests with candles in their hands. After them
comes the “Kan Toke™ : big rice baskets slung over
poles etc. Meanwhile the sky is aglow with a rainbow
of colours from the fireworks—a scene of indescribable

beauty.

Dinner ready, the local young ladies will be assigned
to various “Kan Toke™ groups to sit with the guests.
This offers the guests a very good opportunity to indulge
in frothy small talk with the well -known northern belles
who gracefully serve them. The food would be an exalted
version of northern cooking. But the *“Kan Toke”
dinner will be found wanting without the Sai Yo cheroot
and Mieng—fermented leaves of the wild tea-plant chewed

by the northern Thai in place of betel.
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Taking a dip in Mae Sa waterfall in the precinct
of the National Park, Chiang Mai.

vindoundoulanoouman
A breath-taking view of Orb Luang Gorge.
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Demonstration of
elephants at work for the
benefit of the visitors on
the way from Chiang Mai
to Fang.
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Paying homage to the Image of Phra Buddha
Chinaraj of changwat Phitsanulok.

Naresuan shrine, changwat Phitsanulok, dedicated
to King Naresuan the Great of Ayutthaya.

On a shopping spree.
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In the course of the dinner, various performances
will be given to the accompaniment of the local gentle
and sweet music which lingers in the ear and kindles
the desire to return.
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Referring to the benefits to his village, derived
from the Government’s regional development programme,
a Kamnan (village elder) of Sakon Nakhon said, “Now
we are speedily progressing. Our village has better
roads, a health clinic and wells. Our people are now
better off since their farm produce can be more easily
and speedily marketed.

Since the regional imbalance is a cause of concern
both from the points of view of development and national
security, the Government has introduced various develop-
ment programmes in order to accelerate development in
rural areas and one s called Accelerated Rural Development
Programme or A.R.D. It is a special regional project
aimed at extending development benefits to remote and
sensitive areas. With the provincial governor taking full
responsibility, co-operation is rendered to the project by
all the government departments concerned.
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A district development officer
(pointing) is giving advice on fish pond
digging
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The measures are launched both materially and spiritually.
Materially speaking, the programme provides basic facilities to
the villages such as pioneer roads, land clearing and village water
supply as well as organizing farmers’ associations at village level
which function to promote the interest of the farmers in conjunction
with the Government’s agricultural extension service. In addition,
A.R.D. also provides assistance in the fields of medical service
and rural education. Spiritually, the project aims at enlightening
the inhabitants of the developing areas on public affairs and
current events, creating faith in democracy and the Government
with a view to consolidating national unity and promoting
understanding between the Government and its people.
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The rural development plan helps
improve education of children in
remote areas.
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Sinking of an artesian well.
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The arid cracked land crisscrossed
with cart-tracks are being turned into
rich farmland dotted with houses and
monasteries.  From dawn to dusk,
tractors are busy grading for road-
making ; members of development units
are out in the field while a group of
villagers of tambol Ban Toom, amphoe
Kantharalak, changwat Si Sa Ket, are
doing their bit in the common task of
building the village road. Soon the
land will be rich ready for any kind
of crop.
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The construction of a two-storied school is being sped up.
The school playground seems to swarm with children all day long.
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The A.R.D. programme is launched with the
collaboration of the U.S. Government in 14 provinces
of the Northeast and North ranging from Ubon to
Chiang Mai. The rural development workers work in
such a way as to establish friendly relations and gain
the confidence of the people whose individual needs
they undertake to satisfy, especially in regard to means
of livelihood, health and sanitation and the education
of their children.

The programme was first started in 33 amphoes in
six changwats in the Northeast, namely, Ubon Ratchathani,
Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Loei, Udon Thani
and Nong Khai.
amphoes in 11 changwats, including Roi Et and Kalasin
in the Northeast and Chiang Rai, Uttaradit and Nan
in the North. This year the work is being extended

Later it was extended to cover 63

to 15 additional amphoes in three northeastern changwats
which are Surin, Si Sa Ket and Buri Ram, bringing the
total up to 82 amphoes in 14 changwats. The population
in these areas is estimated at 4,500,000. So it can be
said that about 14 per cent of the population is now
under the development programme.
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Clean water
in every village under the development
project.

o a 9 ,
MFIUFI5A (U RN

s now available

Gardening demonstration in a
model village.

The reason why emphasis is placed on these areas
lies in their economic backwardness. The soil is very
poor and there is acute shortage of water both for
human consumption and farming purposes. This naturally
results in a low standard of living and poor health
condition. To tackle these problems, the project calls
for the building of roads and reservoirs, improved
marketing facilities, forest clearing, better irrigation,
promotion of animal husbandry and improved sanitation
and medical service.

“Building a road is like finding us a market”, said
a village-elder of changwat Loei. “Formerly our people
did not know where to dispose of their produce, but now
with a road passing through our village, they can peddle
whatever they have all along the road. This is quite
encouraging. Our people now become more industrious
as they can earn more income.”

An inhabitant of Srithon village, king amphoe Pla
Pak, changwat Nakhon Phanom, told a reporter: *“ Before
we have the road, we had to go to the amphoe office
by cart. It took us almost a whole day. Now we can
go by bus that takes only an hour”. He added that
the people now feel secure as they are in closer contact
with the amphoe officials.
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A villager of amphoe Phon Thong, changwat Roi Et,
who has benefited a great deal from crop rotation as
encouraged by the Agriculture Ministry reportedly said that
last year he had made a profit of 15,000 baht from the
sale of their farm produce; water -melons, sorghum, bananas,
chickens, pigs and etc. “‘I am deeply grateful to the Govern-
ment for its help. It has given my family seeds and livestock
of good breeds. And from the development workers I learn
how to use fertilizer and insecticide. As a result, I get
better yield of rice.”

The achievement of the Accelerated Rural Development
Programme means great success for the country. Advantages
to be obtained by villagers in the developing areas will no
doubt help promote the national economy and security.
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In the health field, health officers keep a close watch
over the villagers’ health. The lower picture shows a student
nurse bathing an infant at a rural village.
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Pleased with their new brushes and water tumblers, children
learn how to clean their teeth in the correct way.
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Development
officers are advising
on the building of
lavatories and
drains.
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Dvaravati dance is inspired
by the stucco bas-relief of
musicians and the relief of
a dancer in Catura position
of Dvaravati period, from Ku
Bua, changwat Ratchaburi.
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relief of musicians
and a dancer at
Borobudur, Central
Java, Indonesia
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The study of ancient civilizations or archaeology is
made possible by the excavation of what still remains from
the past From these finds one is able to form some
idea as to how men lived in those remote days. As a
consequence, after each excavation, the objects discovered
are set aside for research work and later put on display
in various national museums.

The archaeology of Thailand, according to an authority,
is divided into the following periods : Prehistoric; Proto-
historic and Ancient Indian; Dvaravati (6th—11th centuries
A.D.); Srivijaya (8th—I3th centuries A.D.); Lopburi
(11th—14th centuries A.D.); Chiang Saen (12th—I4th
centuries A.D.); Sukhothai (13th—14th centuries A.D.);
Ayudhya (14th—18th centuries A.D.); and Bangkok (18th
century A.D. to present day).

It has occurred to Nai Dhanit Yupho, the Director-
General of the Fine Arts Department, that based on
contemporary works of art such as sculptures, carvings
and monument decorations, it might be possible to create
the dance forms of those periods. The costumes and
accessories could be reproduced and some of the old
musical instruments re-created. In determining the various
dance movements of those bygone ages, some of the basic
gestures and stances captured in the sculptures and carvings
are very helpful and with some imagination the Fine Arts
Department dancers can, with not much difficulty, go on
from this clue.

Exploiting this notion, the Fine Arts Department has
presented to the public a series called *“Dances of the
Past™ comprising the following:
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Lopburi Dance

1. Dvaravati Dance : This was the first to be
inspired by archaeological evidence and should
come first in chronological order.

The Dvaravati kingdom of the Mons is
believed to have existed from about 6th to 11th
centuries A.D. The Fine Arts Department has
investigated many ancient sites, principally those
at Ku Bua, U Thong, Nakhon Pathom, Koke
Maidane and Chansen. The evidence shows that
the people of Dvaravati were of Mon extraction
or at least Mon-speaking. The music and
movements in the newly created Dvaravati dance
are. therefore, distinctly Mon in conception.

2. Srivijaya Dance : Late in 1966, the Fine
Arts Department was requested by the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Tengku Abdul Rahman, to
provide two dances for a historical film *Raja
Bersiong™ written by himself. One of the dances
was the “Ram Sat Chatri” and the other the
“Srivijaya Dance” that was later created.

The Srivijaya period extended from about
the 8th through the 13th century and its influence
spread from Indonesia over the whole of southern
Thailand. Thailand possesses many images and
artifacts of Srivijaya style from the southern part
of the country but the chief source of evidence of
Srivijaya art is the great stupa of Borobudur in
Central Java (8th century), Indonesia, with its
great wealth of bas-reliefs. These reliefs show
in detail the costumes of Srivijaya period and
many poses and gestures that the Thai artists
could incorporate into the dance.

In Srivijaya dance, the Fine Arts Department
followed the same method of choosing the dancers
for their physical resemblance and then creating
costumes, music and choreography from the study
of archaeological evidence.

In February 1967, this dance was performed
for the public in Malaysia and was filmed for
““Raja Bersiong” in Singapore.
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Dancing Yogini in bronze of Lopburi period.
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Dancers, fragments of a
base in bronze of Lopburi
period, found in changwat
Kalasin
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Dancing demon in Vyamsita position in bronze of Lopburi period

found at Phimai, Nakhon Ratchasima,



3. Lopburi Dance : This is not a folk dance of the Lopburi
district as its name might suggest; it, also, is inspired by ancient
art, in this case the art of the Lopburi period and the allied Khmer
art.  This culture flourished between the 11th and 14th centuries and
left many distinct traces in Thailand, such as the temple at Phimai
in Nakhon Ratchasima and Phanom Rung in Buri Ram. With its
rich collection of stone images and reliefs and bronze sculptures, the
National Museum in Bangkok greatly facilitates research on the
costumes and gestures of the dancers.

4. Chiang Saen Dance : This dance is based on the ancient
art of Chiang Saen period. Some believe that this period preceded
that of Sukhothai, others feel that it came later, that is between the
I15th and the 18th centuries. It is, however, noteworthy that the
distinctive style of art of this period was popular throughout the
whole northern area. This includes the old kingdom of Lan Na
with its capital at Chiang Mai, part of present-day Laos once known
as the old kingdom of Lan Chang and a portion of northeastern
Thailand.

In regard to Chiang Saen dance, the artists have studied the
many monuments of this area, such as, Wat Chet Yot, the bronze
sculptures in the Museum and the gentle and languorous music of
the North and the Northeast.

5. Sukhothai Dance : In the 13th century, the Thai people
established an independent kingdom with its capital at Sukhothai.
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Chiang Saen dance.

(right) and Sukhothai period.

The pictures at right are
Hindu deities cast in bronze of Chiang Saen period

A little later under King Ram Kamhaeng, the kingdom expanded to
include most of the area of present-day Thailand. Although it
succumbed to Ayudhya in the late 14th century, Sukhothai art retained
its influence for another century. The stucco relief representing the
Buddha’s descent from heaven and the procession of the celestial
beings gave the Fine Arts Department’s scholars a very good idea of
the costumes and the gracetul gestures of this period that are
considered the most creative in Thai history. And, of course, they
have studied the figure of the walking Buddha, an invention of the
period which is very well known and held in deep veneration.

Inspiration has also been drawn from the stone inscriptions.
The language of the northern Thai people often appears on these
steles thus testifying to the close relationship of the various
principalities in the area; and sometimes the texts reveal how the
people enjoyed the music and dance in the various festivals. The
period as a whole was one of great vitality and creativity, and no
doubt the dramatic art was highly developed. The vitality and
gracious living of this important period are portrayed in the Sukhothai
dance.

The dramatic art of Ayudhya and Bangkok periods derives in
large part from that of Sukhothai period. In presenting this series
of dance, the Fine Arts Department and the students of the Dramatic
Art School hope to bring back to life something of the spirit of
Thailand’s distant historical past.




5 v 4 ° o 4 -
sanglis mwuuaensznsgldise thaam i

LY 99 & 4 1 X v 4 ]
i’_[l‘Ul]n IAﬁﬂJI?ilHHan]lUﬂJﬂﬂl‘l'r]lllﬂlu')ﬂ llizﬂ‘ﬂm

wgAas Ul iy

Sukhothai dance. The images of the walking
Buddha cast in bronze of Sukhothai period show
gracefulness of movement as in a dignified dance.
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Japanese Premier Visits Here
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At the invitation of the Government of Thailand, Mr.
Eisaku Sato, the Prime Minister of Japan, and Madame Sato
paid an official visit to Thailand from September 26 to 28, 1967.
Upon arrival at Don Muang military airport, the
ese Prime Minister and his wife were received by Prime
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn and Lady
ol Kittikachorn. The following day saw the Japane:
Premier lay a wreath at Chaisamoraphum Monument. The
bottom picture shows the Japanese Premier giving a pi
conference at Manangasila Guest House where he and h
party were put up.
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yal audience granted to the visiting couple from Japan
at Chitralada Villa.
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At a luncheon given by the Prime Minister of Japan and Madame Sato in honour
of the Thai Premier and Lady Chongkol Kittikachorn.
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A group photograph taken after a visit to the Temple of the Emerald Buddha
and the Grand Palace.
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September 6 at Chitralada Villa, Her Majesty the Queen
received advisers and representatives of the World Health Organi-
zation and the committee of the Inter-Country Workshop attending
a meeting here.
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The Royal Couple graciously granted audience to Dr. Ulrich
Scheske, German Ambassador to Thailand, at Chitralada Villa on
September 25.
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Having retained his world flyweight
boxing title scoring a seventh round
technical knockout over Scottish challenger
Walter McGowan at the Empire Pool
Stadium on September 20, Chartchai
Chionoi returned home to be féted by his
family and the public. He is seen in the
picture being interviewed by reporters.
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A meeting of experts on typhoons
was convened October 5-10 by ECAFE
at Santitham Hall. The photo shows the
Thai delegation headed by Vice Admiral
Sanit Vesa - rajnanda, Director - General of
the Meteorological Department (extreme
left).
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H.R.H. the Princess Mother on September 27 proceeded to changwat Kanchanaburi
where she opened three schools in a remote area. Her Royal Highness on the occasion
handed clothing and stationery to school-children and graciously posed for a group
photograph with the border patrol unit.
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His Majesty the King gave
away prizes at a soccer match between
the Air Force Club and Bangkok
Bank Club, held at the National
Stadium on September 22.

The tournament resulted in a
2-2 draw.
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On his way to Japan, His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama (left) made a brief
stopover at Don Muang Airport on
September 25. He is seen questioning a
Tibetan monk studying Buddhism in
Bangkok (right) about Thai Buddhism.

At the ministerial - level conference of developing countries in the ECAFE area
on trade and development.  The opening function was presided over by the Prime
Minister at Santitham Hall on September 25.
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Nai Witt Siwasariyanon, Deputy Direc-
tor-General of the Public Relations Depart-
ment, is seen delivering an address at the
opening of the director-level public relations
course (eighth class) at the Public Relations
School on October 4.
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The Royal Couple is seen
inquiring into the well-being of
farmers when visiting the Thai-
Israeli Rural Development
Demonstration Centre atamphoe
Cha-Um, changwat Phetcha-
buri, on September 30.
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His Majesty the King
received at Chitralada Villa on
September 29 M.C. Poon Pismai
Diskul, President of the World
Fellowship of Buddhists, who
presented the Committee mem-
bers then attending the first
meeting here. The picture at
left shows His Majesty giving
Royal audience to Mr. Jayawar-
dene, Minister of State of
Ceylon, who extended to His
Majesty an official invitation to
visit the country next year.
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The Royal Couple paid homage to and
laid wreaths at the statue of H.R.H. the late
Prince Father at Siriraj Hospital on Septem-
ber 24, observed as Mahidol Day.

The Prime Minister and his Cabinet
Ministers were also present.
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A loan agreement for the building of a dam on Lam Nam
Oon was signed on September 11 at the Finance Ministry by
Minister Serm Vinicchayakul, representing the Thai Government,
and Mr. Howard Parsons on behalf of the US Government’s
Agency for International Development.
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H.R.H. the Princess Mother presented a prize to a
winner of the miniature garden design contest at the Horti-

culture Fair held at Kai Siew Hall on September 2.
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Mr. Leonard Unger, newly - appointed US Ambas-
sador to Thailand, was greeted upon arrival at Don
Muang Airport by the Protocol Director-General on
the evening of September 22.
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Delegates from 60 nations, including Thailand, spoke
during the United Nations General Assembly debate early
in October. Seen in the picture is the Thai delegation
headed by Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman.
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Nai Nibhon Wilairat, first Thai Ambassador
to Singapore, presented his credentials to Inche
Yusof bin Ishak, President of Singapore, at
Istana (presidential residence) on September 15.
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During his recent brief visit to London,
H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra was interviewed
by Professor Snoh Tanbunyuen for the BBC
Thai language fortnightly programme “Thai
Visitors to Britain”
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Subscription Rates for THAILAND ILLUSTRATED

Local Six months ( 6 issues) : 45.00 baht
One year (12 issues ) : 90.00 baht

Postage included.
Single copy : 8.00 baht
Overseas Six months ( 6 issues) : 60.00 baht
One year (12 issues ) : 120.00 baht

Postage included.

Please contact directly The Public Relations Department,
Rajd , Thailand. Tel. 818853

n Avenue 2, Bangkok

(approx. US$ 3)
(approx. US$ 6)
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To' publicize Thai silk to the world, Nang
Spun Kantawong (at microphone in the lower
picture) brought to the U.S. her rich collection
of Thai silk costumes, which were shown in a
fashion parade to about 200 guests at the Thai
Ambassador’s residence in Washington D.C. on
September 17
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