Katin Ceremony
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Katin ceremony is participated by all Buddhists.
H.M. the King, as the Upholder of Buddist Faith, leads the
way by presenting robes at royal monasteries.  This will be fol-

lowed by various Departments of State, associations, and individuals.
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According to regufations of Buddhist monks, those monks
who have completed three months’ observance of Lent can stock
clothes and germents for use and are entitled to the robes offered
as gifts to the monasteries where they have observed their Lent.
Hence in connection with the termination of Lent observance,
there is a custom of making gifts in the form of robes to the

monks at various monasteries called Katin.

The usual procedure of the Katin is that in the first place
the donor has to declare that they are veritable Katin robes. The

monks assembled must not be less than five in numbers.
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The presiding monk asks the assembly to nominate a recipient.
A senior monk then proposes a recipient, usually the abbot of the
monastery, and asks the assembly to voice the assent if the proposal

is agreed. The assembly generally gives the unanimous assent
“Sadhu”.
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Other offerings are given to every member 9f
the assembly after the presentation of Katin 1.'§>bes.,dv
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Apart from its intrinsic religious significance, the

real cultural importance of the ceremony cannot be over-
looked. It is an undeniable fact that Buddhism consti-
tutes a stalwart pillar of peaceful progress in Thailand
and should continue to be so if supported and upheld
as State religion by the people. It is not too presump-
tuous to remark that the work done by various UN
agencies, such as WHO, UNICEF, UNESCO, etc. is in
line with the Lord Buddha’s teaching viz. “Metta” (the
wish for the happiness of the others) and “Karuna” (the
wish to free the others from suffrage) which are the

two in pillars of world peace.




H.H. Krommuen Nara
tip Pongprapan, Foreign
Affairs Minister of Thai-
land and United Nations
1957 Secretary-General
addressing a gathering
in US.A.

A Miss Pratuang Pattapongse. Thai woman
badminton champion who makes known Thai-
land to the Badminton world. She holds the
title of Champiorships, both for woman singles
and doubles, of Malaya India and France.

* * -

Miss Kokeo Na’ Chiengmai models a Thai costume in
the San Francisco fashion show acquainting the Americans
with the gorgeous Thai hand-woven silk and beauty. |,
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The contem-
porary  Sia-
mese - twins,
Napis and
Prisra, now
residents  of
U.S.A. man-
aged to smile
prettily and
pose for an
enthusiast of
Thailand._
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H.R.H.Prin-
cess Kalaya-
niwatana, the
patron of the
Badminton
Association
of Thailand,
graciously
went to the
1958 Thoemas
Cup tourna-
ment at Ma-
laya,in which
a badminton
team from
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On week-ends, Bangkok lovers of beautiful gardens to go
Klong Lawd (Lawd Canal) where all kinds of plants and flowers
are brought in from near-by districts. While father and mother
look for the things of their choice, the kids enjoy themselves

at gold-fish venders, or under the shade along the canal.
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King Vajiravudh, the sixth King of the Chakri dynasty (A.D. 1910 to 1925).
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The name of “Pra Maha Tiraraj” (meaning the Great Lear-
ned King) was given to him by virtue of his literary genius

rt from scores of plays, poems, and translations of Shakes-
peare’s work, he has to his credit numerous essays, addresses,
newspaper articles and palemical tracts. It was he who gave
an impetus to the development of modern prose fiction in
Thailand. While Crown Prince of Thailand, he formed a literary
club, the members of which were young officials who had
been educated in England.  This coterie became a nursery of

young literary talents, and their members have since occupied
prominent places in the evolution of Thai literature. Besides,
following the foot-steps of King Rama V, his father, he laid
down the foundation stones of modern Thailand.

It was he who erected the first university of Thailand,
Chulalongkorn University, and Vajiravudh College. Mongkutklao
Hapital is also an indication of his concern for the people’s

welfare.




The first public 2>
school in Thailand,

Vajiravudh College.

< The statue in
memmory of King
Vajiravudh to whom,
on 25" of November,
every year the nation
naver forgets to bring 4
floral tribute and pay

homage.

Pra Mongkut - klao Hospital.




A foot - hill village in the northern - part of Thailand.
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Fisheries in Thailand

Wet-rice fields with a small canal in thé centre
ire also used for fish culture. Great strides are
seing made in developing methods of culturing fish
n ponds. Introduced fish are sometimes used, apd
1any kinds of native fish have responded guite
‘ell to domestication and rearing in small ponds.
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Catching and collecting fish and other sea produce
gives a living to hundreds of thousands of Thai people,
and provides an essential part of the diet of many
millions of consumers. Thailand’s fisheries cover salt,
brackish and fresh waters, and employ an immense
variety of gear, from the great poh traps which extend
for miles over the shallow coastal waters of the gulf of
Thailand to the tiny basket traps used in streams and
ponds; from the deep-sea fishing nets, beach haul nets,
lift nets, cast nets and small scoop nets down to the

simple hook and line on the end of a bamboo pole.
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Since fish is the cheapest source of animal protein,
it is quite natural that the government is greatly
concerned to increase fish production to improve the
daily diet of the people. Methods to increase the fish
production in Thailand include the exploration of new

areas, introduction of better catching and cultivation
methods, introduction of new species of fish which
give hi -her production and more educational facilities
to make the people more fish-minded.

In all these matters the Thai Goverrment has received

great assistance from the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the UN (FAO) who work co-operatively
with the Department of Fisheries.

% fwiu 4ns 0 dmed

Every kind of fish has its special breeding methods. studies and
research are conducted by the students of Agricultural University and
the officers of the Fisheries Department.
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After the construction of Chao Praya Dam, there are many schools of fish densely
gathering just behind the dam. The Departments of Fisheries, Irrigation and F/
the cause of this migration whether it could be for spawning or for food.

the trarsference of fish from below the spillway to an area above the

are studying
Among the catch during
ainad Dam is one large
carp, Pla Kaho, about 1.2 metres in length, and weighing about 35 kilos.




H.M. the King, realizing the need for protein diet in his people’s daily
menu, graciously donated a pond for fish culture. The youngs from which

are handed to village head-men for distribution to the villagers.




During the months of October and December the
wheather is generally fine. Farmers are free from
their strenuous labour of ploughirng and plantirg rice
in the fields. They have now one month of indulging
in festivities before the harvest. During this period
most of the time is spent in all kinds of festivals, two

of which are Katin presentation and Loy Kratong.

Presentation of Katin
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Loy Kratong
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It is a great aesthetic pleasure to see thousands of Kratongs with
their flickering candles bobbing gently up and down along the silent

and placid waters under the silverly full moon.

«

Loy Kratong” is merely a matter of rejoicing in which all the poeple take
part. It does not have anything to do with any recognized ceremony of rite. The
origin of this tradition can be traced. Primarily it is a yearly offering to the water
spirits or the floating away to the dephts of all sins and calamities that may befall
anyone. Secondly, the Loy Kratong is in a sense of thanksgiving to the Goddess of
Water. It is probably confined to agricultural people who rely on abundance of water
as a source of eccnomic life. Thirdly, this festival in its later development, is an

excuse for spending an evening outdoors amid pleasant surroundings near the water.

The Kratong of the school of Arts and Crafts
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The Kratong of one of Chi schools.
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Usually in a Kratong, apart from a candle andsone or
more incense sticks, a small coin is also put in and sometimes

a mouthful of betel nut and betel leaf for chewing is added.
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Rafting down the Mae Ping is an exciting new experience as
well as a restful beneficial trip for one’s health. Rafting along the
Mae Ping is usually done in December when the river is high.

The first part of the trip is done by either train or car from

Bangkok to Chiengmai; then cars drive tourists to a small commune,
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{ratong’ mean
a bowl improvise
out of banana lea
“Loy Kratong” i
therefore the floa
ing of an illumina
ed leaf bowl whic
later on becam
more
made of
meterials and

various forms.

Up North, in Chiengmai, there is a version of the
ceremony with all its grandeur. The picture shows

<« of the most elaborate and popular forms of Kratongs.

the residents of Chiengmai.
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Pra Viharn Sanctuary
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Map of Thailand

On November 24, B.E. 2501 (A.D. 1958) the Cambodian Ambassador
0 Thailand informed the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs who
was deputizing for Minister of Foreign Affairs that he had received urgent
nstructions from the Cambodian Government that it has been deemed necessary
‘or the time being to sever the diplomatic representation in Thailand as from
December 1, B.E. 2501 until further order. ...

. It was with considerable surprise and regret that the Leader of the
Revolutionary Party took cognizance of this fateful decision considering the
‘riendship and good will which have all along characterized Thailand’s attitude
.oward Cambodia. ’

The fact that Cambodia cast the flrst stone amply mdlcates that it has
errible designs on Thailand.
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All Thai nationals are urged to keep calm and united in the effort
to defend the nation and upold the national honour and prestige.

Communiqué of the Revolutionary Party,
November 25, B.E. 2501 Thai - Cambodian Frontiers
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In order that Thailard would be constantly prepared

to cope effectively with any danger threatening
the national sovereingty or the welfare and hap-
piness of all peace-loving Thai citizens, especially
to suppress the bandit like terrorism which
plagues the existence of the Thai-Cambodian
border area, Field Marshal Sarisdi Dhanarajta,
together with senior officers went to reconnoitre
the border on November 25.
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Laos nurses studying at Thailand’s Siriraj School of Nursing.
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The Bangkok Harbour is modernly equipped with labour-
saving devices. = The above picture shows the newly-arrived
cranes which will help to speed up the loading & unloading
of goods.
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Miss Swasdi Senanarong, an educator of Thailand.

studying the techniques in producing text-books for children
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A The fight against malaria is continuing emergency in South-East Asia HI I i
Health officials from Laos came to Thailand to study the tactics of the mala- ol lllll'lnll
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* * *

The new educational centre in the north-east of Thailand. The photo-—>
graph shows the opening ceremony of Udorn’s teachers training school in which
Mr. U Alexis Johnson, the U.S. Ambassador and M.L. Pin Malakul, the former
minister of Educatlon partlclpated
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Head Office: 541 New Road, Bangkok.

Confer with us:
Ordinary, Industrial and Group Insurance
Personal Accident Insurance
Short Term Tourist and Air Travel Insurance
Workmen’s Compensation Insurance

People’s Insurance.

* * *
Lt. Colonel Prapas Charusathian: President
Nai Sanya Yamasmit : Managing Director
Nai Mongkol Sriyanondha: Deputy Executive Director
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Lt.Gen. Kharb Kunjara greeted Major General Peter Conover Hains I1I at The Royal Thai Air Force provided a guard of honour

the air-port, on behalf of the Royal Thai Army. “I look further to cemen- which the General inspected, and a band for the occasion.
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ting the fine friendship between the U.S. and Thai that General Partridge Wamhmiae Jusmagg aulnd asumsaeusetnaminosa o
has helped establish”, said General Hains during the air-port reception. IMABINABNINBY

Luang Sukhum Naipradit, welcoming Senator Fulbright and wife. The Burmese Ambassador, H.E. Sithu Uuba Maung presented his credentials.

il N %
H.E. Sir Richard Whittington, British Ambassador to Thai-
land called on Field Marshal Sarisdi Dhanarajta who reaffirmed
him that Thailand will continue to cherish and maintain the good

relationship with Britain and other Commonwealth countries, and

Major-General Partridge, the out-going Jusmagg Chief, called
on the Leader of the Revolutionary Party to bid him farewell

on the relinquishment of his duties in Thailand. He was accom-



The golden urn containing the
remains of the His Holiness the late
Supreme Patriarch to whom tribute
was paid by all layers of population
as well as Their Majesties the King
and Queen, the Leader of the Revolu-

tionary Party.
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In proposing a vote of condolence on the passing away of His Holiress the Supreme

Partriarch of Thailand, the President of the 5th. Confererec of World Fellowship of Buddhists,

Dr. G.P. Malalasekera said:

“To-day not Thailand alone but the whole Buddhist world mourns the passing away of
His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand. He was a monk of exemplary character
and deep knowledge. It was my good fortune and privilege to meet him on several
occasions and have discussions with him. I was greatly struck by his piety and scholarship,
his wide knowledge of men and affairs, his great interest in all Buddhist activities and
above all, his deep humanity. By his death we have lost a great patron and a most venera
ble councilor. The world has lost a great humanitarian. I would ask you to pay tribute to
him by standing up in silent meditation.”
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His Holiness the Prince Patriarch
The spiritual Leader of Thailand

A His Holiness, being the performer of H.M. the King’s ordination,
and preceptor during his priesthood, is regarded by the young Monarch

as a highly esteemed teacher and councilor.

A On 11th. October, 19538, a well-known figure in Buddhist
religious life, His Holiness the Prince Patriarch, Kromluang Vajira-
yanavong died. He achieved the age of 87 years. With his death
Thailard lost not only an eminent spiritual leader but also a scholor
and humanist who set a splendid example to all, clerical and religious

alike.

The members of the World Federation of Buddhists paying

an homage to the late Supreme Patriarch. J

A Prince Narodom Sihanouk of Cambodia paid His Holiness a courtesy

call during his visit to Thailard in 1938.

«
The Supreme
Patriarch was
greatly inter-
ested in the
education of
Buddhist

priests.

His Holiness was seen with a gathering of his students
(luksit) who, during his lifetime, came to wish him long life
and happiness on Song-gran day. |,

Born eighty seven years ago as Momrajavongs Jeun, His late Holiness
was a great grand-son of King Rama IV.

The Prince Patriarch entered the monastery at an early age as a novice
and never forsook the Yellow Robe. Like his illustrious great grand—father, he
followed the strict rules of the Dhamayuktika Sect. He rose in the Holy Order
to become successively Abbot and Lord Abbot of Wat Bovoranives, the monas-
tery of his regal arcestor. Eventually he was premoted to the rank of Somdech
and then Supreme Patriarch.  Recently, the roval title of Kromluang was
conferred upon him.

His late Holiness was widely known as a preacher. Although a strict
disciplinarian, he had a keen sense of humour. He was also a man of uner-
ring principles, who would rever countenance any deviation from what he held
to be the path of rectitude. He spoke out fearlessly against any action or con-
duct that was not in accord with the Buddha’s teaching or the Siamese tradition
of tolerance and virtue. He was the kind of man we an i1l affaed +a Taan




THE FIFTH CONFERENCE OF THE W

BUDDHA IMAGES
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From Japan

From the Philippines

Semadhammachakra, symbol of Lord Buddha’s Teaching

“Map Peare Rule The World” \‘

was among the first prayers of the inaugural ceremony of the conference.




FELLOWSHIP OF BUDDHISTS
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st the present international race to produce destructive nuclear

Ami
weapons such as the atomic and hydrogen bombs, amidst the efforts of
several nations to defeat each other in a race to produce weapons which
can kill or mulitate as many people as possible, an international con-
ference on Buddhism was held for the fifth time from 24th to 30th
November, 1958.

The conference was held in the beautiful, modernly equipped buil-

It took place in the friendly city of Bangkok, Thailand.

ECAFE. > building bears a name most appropriate for the ion,

the Sala Santitam, or the Hall of Peace. Here 225 representatives of
I

Buddhists from Asian and Far Eastern countries, and some from

Europe and U.S.A. devoted their energies to finding the most suitable

means of teaching Buddhism to young people. Putting aside their poli-
tical sentiments and national self-interests, these people sat down together

to discuss in what way they could make Buddhism serve to bring the



L SINGAPORE

i

aganl] J <l :
w0 ms nan oA Use %
RESIDENT :

The Opening

aQ v.oowd
Ceremony of the WNBATEUN AN WUS Ta
A0 |
ATIN & NNTAUNKA wazdIUnY

Fifth Conference of the
) 4‘ . )
mamnﬁmﬁuﬂmmmumﬂJm;

World Fellowship of Buddhists,
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