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System, Structure and Mechanism for Conservation, Development and Protection of

Thai Health Wisdom: the Education Strategy

Wichit Paonill, Paranath Suksuthz, Rutchanee Chantraket’

One of the important historical phenomena that have frozen, almost a century, the
development of Thai health wisdom was the lacking of well-organized education system. Without
any support from the government, this local wisdom was exclusively learned in the edge of Thai
society. Laws and other regulatory systems left no space for traditional healers and eventually pushed
them to the marginality or sometimes labeled as quack. Furthermore, the licensure system is not only
ineffective for strengthening the healer knowledge, but also produces many of “paper doctors” who
have no practical skill of healing.

With worldwide situation, Thai local wisdom today has become more popular. Eleven
prominent universities offer bachelor’s degree in Thai traditional medicine while more than 200
training courses related to Thai local wisdom are approved by the Ministry of Public Health.
However, we know very little in philosophy and fundamental knowledge as well as teachers’
competency of our Thai health wisdom. The situation of Thai health wisdom, from the professional
viewpoint, is still in crisis.

This study aims to propose the concepts and strategies for the education management by
reviewing documents and interviewing key informants. Although the research and development of
Thai healing wisdom under scientific paradigm has brought more precise knowledge, it also has
extensive limitations. Cultural aspect of local wisdom including spiritual and supernatural dimensions
that cannot be measured by any scientific tools are always misinterpreted and neglected. The
diversity of healing and learning techniques disappeared through the process of quantification and
standardization. This paper proposes 5 basic concepts for the education management in Thai health

wisdom:

! Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Botany Mahidol University
: Policy and Plan Analyst, Society and Health Institute, Bureau of Policy and Strategy, Ministry of Public Health
* Public Health Technical Officer, Department for Development of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine,

Ministry of Public Health



5.

Understanding the differences in fundamentals between Thai health wisdom paradigm
and biomedical paradigm.

Gathering and scrutinizing basic knowledge for synthesizing the new suitable wisdom.
Maintaining the variation of healing techniques for the different contexts of utilization.
Developing with the Thai identity and dignity.

Developing along side the virtue and religious attitudes and beliefs.

The strategies for the education management include:

1.

Establishing the “Thai Health Wisdom Institute” with a mission of knowledge
management by gathering all relevant groups to work together through research projects.
Encouraging the institutions in higher education to set a network of Thai Traditional
Medicine Faculties for developing the better standard of curricula and outcome.
Supporting the “Local Education System” for developing suitable healing techniques
within context of each community.

Motivating both government and private sectors to develop different “Service Models”

that serve needs for all groups of consumer.

These strategies should be immediately applied before the disappearance of health wisdom

resources. The Department for Development of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine should be

the coordinator and secretariat at the initial stage. Research fund from HSRI, Thai Health Promotion

Foundation or The Thailand Research Fund should be considered as the primary resources.
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