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My compatriots and companions,

A year ago at thig very moment, an announcement
to seize power and to effect a revolution was made and
bore my name as.Jeader of the Revolutionary Party. A
question then arose as to why there had to be a seizure
of power and a revolution. If T wanted to be Prime
Ministér -or head.of the government, I could attain the
pﬂsitinn' without the necessity of resértiﬁg to such a dras-
tic measure of Efaging a revolution. They pointed out in
particular that all the opportunities were already favoura-
ble for me to assume the position of head of the govern-
ment, because the government of the former Prime
Minister, General Thanom Kittikachorn, had already sub-
mitted its resignation to His Majesty the King.

Now with the passing of time, I am confident that
all of you may have gained a better understanding of the

reasons for this revolution and may have, in particular,



2

realized that the revolution had not taken place so that I
could gain a personal position bat rather to justify, in
aceordance with the basic needs of administration, the
creation of revolutionary powers which were required for
the defence of the nation and for the prompt abolition of
all the evils which threatened our national existence. For
such a task, no other powers could be effectively employed.
KKven now when a government has already been set up,
the government still has a revolutionary character and
still possesses revolutionary powers, such as those of Arti-
cle 17 of the Provisional Constitution of the Kingdom.
These means of government are necessary and they are
not available through other methods except through a
revolution which is based on national principles and
ideals. . !

Even though I declared in the evening of October 20
of last year that the conditions existing in the conutry at
that time were gravely undermining the health of the-
nation, I have never had recourse to violent means a-s-,uc-
curred in the revolutions which took place in other coun-.
tries. What had been done had been dictated by the
necessity of safeguarding the nation and the Throne.
Those people who had been arrested were known to be
Communist agents or fellow—travellers. After their arrest,
these people had been referred to the court of justice whose

judgements are completely free and impartial and are not

interfered with by the Government. KEven when a revolu-
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deeds and these people will have an opportunity to learn
how to Lbehave as honourable citizens.

Likewise, arsonists and those who engage in riotous
actions have to be dealt with by revolutionary methods.
As for me, I firmly believe that if we want to have peace
and order in our land we must encourage our people to
perform good deeds. But before good deeds can be per-
formed, we have to eradicate evils and to prevent offenses
from being committed. Only then can good citizens play
their full .part in ensuring the progress of the nation.
That is why the revolution has to undertake its first task

of barring the way to crimes and evils.

Now, after one year, let us look back and see what
our revolutionary efforts-have succeeded in stopping evils
and what the results are.

In the first place I believe that in the short period
of.a year we have stren@thened our defence against Com-
munism. The Kmn is placed in high eateem and venera-
tion and is in a better position to fulfil ,];1& duties than
before the Revolution. No one can desecrate the King’s
Person or His position as long as Article 17 remains in
force. Both our material and spiritual strength which is
needed to combat Communist danger has increased. Those
who act on behalf of Communist organizations or whose
sympathies lie with them will not dare show up or use either
the press or public gathering as their field of operation.
We shall, therefore, presé:nt ourselves in better light be-




9

fore a friendly world and we shall have more time and
energy to devote ourselves to the development of our

country.

As regards the press, the change is particularly no-
ticeable. Before the Revolution, some newspapers engaged
themselves in invectives, sowed the seeds of dissensions
and chaos, so that they could increase their sales and
compete with other newspapers of good standing. Such
a state of affairs became so serious that it conld disrupt
our national life because our people were pitched one
against another, so much so that national sodidarity be-
came a thing of a past. Now when this evil has come to
an end, respactable newspapers can improve their sales
as well a their services-to the public. = Therefore, when
people now say that good newspapers can also exist with-
out resorting to invectives and destructive qensatiﬂnﬂhsm,
I feel proud because the Revolution has. succeeded in
cleansing the pubhﬂ mind, in insuring the t1‘1umph of
good over evil, Indeed what the Revolution aims at is
not only to bring about a nominal change but especially a
fundamental change. The résult in regard to the press is
indeed gratifying. What we desire is to see the Revolution
continue its reform sometime longer so that when people
have become accustomed to good newspapers and discard
the bad ones, no more of the latter will ever appear in
circulation and good newspapars may continue to perform

their function for the public.



While we are on the subject of moral and spiritual
Revolution, T can not help recalling some recent happen-
ings which showed that the mentality of our youth has
changed for the better in response to the ideals and aspira-
tions of the Revolution. The first instance occurred when
students of Chulalongkorn and Thamasat Universities
joined with the public to give their time and labour to
deepen a canal. Another case of similar nature also took
place only a few days ago when some 220 students of the
Fine Arts College offered their services to restore the
ruins at Mount Phra Viharn during their vacation period
and without asking for any compensation. All these
instances of good intention and sacrifice are indeed grati-
fying. They contrast greatly with what frequently hap-
pened a few years ago when students were more interested
in demonstrations, protests against their teachers or cut-
ting their vein to sign some petition with their blood,
which were complete nonsense and unbecoming for their
age and status. Now when students get together to make
gacrifice of their time and labour for national services,
they are showing that they are following the right path.
They deserve, therefore, our congratulations and our

support.

What I just said concerns mainly the mind of the
people, Let us see now what steps have been taken during
the past year to ensure the progress of our nation and the
happiness of our people. In this connection, the Prime
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Minister’s Office has just published a document entitled
“The report on the progress during the first year of the
Revolution.” This document has three volumes. The first
one deals with the activities of the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice proper. The second volume relates the activities of
the Defence, Finance, Foreign Affairs, Agriculture and
Communications Ministries. The third volume concerns
the affairs of the Ministries of the Interior, Justice, Kdu-
cation, Economic Affairs, Co-operatives, Public Health and
Industries. The Report is a 463-page document revealing
that much has been accomplished during the past year.
I cannot elaborate its contents here and even a summary
of it is too lengthy for my talk to-night. = Nevertheless,
T want to draw your attention to some salient points of

-

the Report.

The initial task is readjustment and planning. I
have gaid many times on other occasions, that in this
Revolution “we must have plans for everything, for
without basic planning and careful study we may waste
decades and still accomplish very little or worse, we may
not be able to solve any problem effectively. Moreover,
in a revolutionary regime, we need to move forward in
conformity with the revolutionary aims. In this respect,
Council of Ministers and I lay down the policies and
guidance which are transmitted to the Prime Minister’s
Office. The Office of the Prime Minister itself has been
reorganised and expanded, If this Office is to be com-



pared to a Ministry, it really is a large one, as it now
comprises as many as 20 departments. The Prime Minis-
ter’s Office is like a huge factory with intricate machinery
to formulate policies and plans and to devise means of
improving various aspects of the work. It also supervises
the implementation of policies, plans and projects.

The Budget Bureaun is a new department added to
the Prime Minister’'s Office. This bureau has been created
becauge effective budgeting is the core of the problem of

policy making and planning. The National Kconomic
Development Council draws up plans and projects in the
light of economic policy, while the National Council of
Education is entrusted with educational planning on a
national scale. All universities have been transferred to
the Prime Minister’s Office so that through these institu-
tions of higher education, trained and educated people
would be produced to" meet national requirements and in

line with overall economic policy of the country. - <

As regards energy and power, strenuous efforts are
being made to harmonize them with other plans. The
Territorial Defence Council has been re-named the
~ National Security Council which is another organ charged
with working out national defence and security plans.
Soon we shall have a National Research Council which
will undertake research work on immediate problems
relating to all plans and projects. All these functions are
linked to one another like a chain and all aspects of the



work are closely coordinated.  Each department cannot

afford to work in isolation.

While planning is being drawn up by the Prime
Minister’s Office, all other ministries carry on with their
work unabatedly. The Defence Ministry improved its
administrative work, its welfare services, and its national
defence set-up. It improved the courses of instruection in
the National Defence College, revised curricula in the
Armed Forces Staff College and brought such subjects as
strategy, tactics and modern arms up-to-date.

As regards power for military purposes, the Defence
Ministry surveyed and drilled oil wells to supply crude
oil to its refinery. As far as industries are concerned,
factories of various military organizations including
weaving, tanning, glass, battery and dry cells, have been
developed and machinery and equipment modernised,
resulting in the -increase in the production as well as in
the income of these organizations. The Ariny has edtablish-
ed a Development Institute which has the'. responsibility
to evolve defence plans in preparation for the possible
requirements of the South Kast Asia Treaty Organization.
Two new gas factories have been set up for the production
of gas for welding metals. Medical drugs and chemicals
are being produced for the use of the Army. The Navy
has alao been extended assistance by the United States in
the matter of arms and equipment including new warships.

The Air Force, which has made improvement in the anti—
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air—raid system, is now better prepared to fulfil its obli-
gation to SEATO.

Tladies and gentlemen, I do not wish to indulge in
details but if I do not mention some activities of each
Ministry here, there will be a charge that the revolu-
tionary government has achieved nothing but is good only
in making plans and programmes. Some people are in a
habit of criticising the government for not doing this or
that though, in reality, the government is pushing ahead
in many things. I have to ask more of your time to tell
you only briefly the activities of other Ministries.

The Ministry of Finance has adopted computing
machines in the Comptroller — General’s Department
because of their accuracy and speed. Obsolete financial
regulations, salary systemn and pension procedure have
been revised in such a way as to benefit both the govern-
ment and the beneficiaries.  Revenue figures show a
remarkable increase of more than 125 million bath during
the 8—month’ period from January to August over the
same period last year. Should the same trend continue all
through the year, the tax revenue during the revolutiona-
ry period will be about 200 million bath higher than
that during the comparable period before the Revolution—
a figure contradicting a popular hearsay that economy is
depressed, trade is dormant, money is tight and so on and
so forth. The increase of tax revenue may be due to
several reasons. It may be either because the Revenue
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collectors have become more conscientious in their tax
collection, or the economy is not as depressed nor trade
dormant as populary believed, or it may be that revolu-
tionary system has successfully instilled a sense of civic
responsibility in the people who now pay the right
amount of tax within the preseribed period of them. I
have thought a great deal about this matter of tax pay-
ment and wish to provide all facilities needed because I
believe that all mny compatriots are good citizens who are
willing and prepared to pay tax but have to suffer all
kinds of inconveniences. I have a plan to overcome these
difficulties and I am sure that it will be successful.

In the field of Foreign Affairs, Thailand has esta-
blised diplomatic relations with Brazil and Luxembourg,
concluded several international agreements, and has in
recent past energetically pursued the policy of further
strengthening relations with our neighbouring countries,

namely, the Federation of Malaya, the Union of Burma,:

Laos, Cambodia, Indonesia and the Republic of the Philip-
pines. The Minister of Foreign Affairs himself paid a
visit to Cambodia with a view to smoothing out the discord
which resulted from the severance of diplomatic relations.
However, the maintenance of cordial relationship with
Cambodia has often met with difficulties—difficulties
which occurred periodically. In its last act, the Govern-
ment of Cambodia instituted legal proceedings against
Thailand in the International Court of Justice, claiming
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that Cambodia has sovereignty over Mount Phra Viharn
and that the Thai armed police force must be withdrawn
from the area. The Government has already issued a
communiqué expressing its regret, as it often had to do
in the past on matters involving Cambodia. As the case
has been brought to the Court, we will have to defend our
interests. T pledge to all my compatriots and companions
that T will always stand by your side in our determined
and concerted efforts to preserve this piece of national
property. We shall do it with our sweat, blood and even
with our lives, for I know that you will never give it
away.

The work of the Ministry of Agriculture has ad-
vanced satisfactorily. In the past year, areas under cul-
tivation (erops, para rubber, coffee and pepper) as well
as cleared and_ploughed land increased by some 30 per
cent over the previous year. The Rice Department was
successful with its newly—designed small—sized tractérs
known as the “Tron buffalo” which need no- component
parts from foreign sources. It has also designed a dryer
of maize—a product which has become an increasingly -
important item of Thailand’s exports. The Fisheries De-
partment has established radio communication system
between fishing boats out at sea and land stations in order
to ensure safety and enable fishermen to work more
effectively. The Livestock Department has enlarged the
scope of scientific breeding which would increase livestock
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at a faster rate than by natural breeding. The Forestry
Department has undertaken a research and an experiment
on extracting a solution from teak saw dust for use in
coating the wood to protect it from termites. This has
proved a success. This Department also takes over the
control of national forests by supervising and running
the lumber business. The irrigation work has also made
a satisfactory progress, and the Government has decided
to appropriate a considerably larger budget for the Irriga-
tion Departmel’;t for B. E. 2503 so that irrigation work
may proceed at a quicker pace, thereby assisting farmers
in increasing their produce.

The Ministry of Communications also showed pro-
gress. As compared to the two—year period before the
Revolution, the figures showed more substantial achieve-
ments. During this year of B.E. 2502 many civil air—
fields have been improved, as have many facilities for the
Seanien provided by the Harbour Department. The | oyal
Highway Department has also made an important stride.

I am particularly interested in highway ‘eonstruction,

and have often invited the Highway Director-General .

to brief me on the accomplishments of his department.
The law concerning the Railway Organization has also
been revised to enable the officials to discharge more
efficiently their duties.

As regards the extensive work of the Interior Minis-

try, the ability and the industriousness of the Interior
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Minister himself and the officials have brought a great
success to the Ministry. 1 have taken over the post of
Actfihg Director-General of the Police Department so that
I may do my best to improve police work. The result of
cadastral survey and title deed issuance work has on the
average been more satisfactory than in the preceding years.
The self-help settlement project has greatly advanced,
while special interest has been taken in the Government
Housing Project by a Committee headed by Deputy Prime
Minister General Thanom Kittikachorn and the Interior
Minister as a Committee member. The Community
Development Programme ig very extensive.  Since the
Revolution, 77 experimental development areas have been
set up in 50 provinces, while 117 tracks have been built
with the total length of more than 70,000 kilometres; 64
public wells have been sunk, 7 dams constructed, and 238
community centres built, in addifion to many other items
which are too numerous for me to mention here. The
construction and repair works of the bridges crossing the
Chao Phya River were also successful.  Artesian—well :
sinking and water supplies have been expanded both in
Bangkok and other provinces. In Bangkok, especially,
water supply has increased by 35 % over last year. The
other important work of the Interior Ministry satisfacto-
rily carried out with the cooperation of the Thai Red
Cross Society is the forthcoming repatriation of Vietnamese
nationals. An agreement has now been concluded and
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the repatriation will be effected shortly. The solution to
this problem is regarded by this Government and myself
as one of our great achievements, since all preceding

governments had not been successful in their efforts.

Regarding municipal work in which I take keen
interest, it has been speeded up as much as possible because
I consider public welfare to be of great importance. The
suppression of hooligans and banning of opium smoking
are also of great significance to the Revolutionary

government.

Results of municipal work in Bangkok and Thon-
buri have been most encouraging. I, therefore, would
like to see these benefits extended to other provinces,
especially in the matters of water and electricity supply
which I consider to be very pressing. This government
will see to it that water supply is made available through-
out the Kingdom and if my estimates are correct, this ef-
fort will be successful within the next three years. : Upon
the completion of the Yanhi Project, a large area will be
served with electricity.

Mayors throughout the country have been invited by
the Interior Ministry to a current meeting so that they
may be properly briefed on and gain a better appreciation
of the Government policies. It is expected that this will
lead to a more effective discharge of their responsibitities.

The Ministry of Justice has raised the qualifications
of judges and is more punctilious in their appointments.
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It trains judges both in court procedures and techniques
so that they will be highly qualified. To be worthy of
the trust of the nation, they also have to be independent
in performing their judicial duty. At present the con-
struction of a new civil court to replace the hundred-

year-old dilapidated court-house is now under way.

The Education Ministry which is now coordinating
its work with the National Council of Education has also
heen doing its best to extend educational facilities to meet
with the expansion of the population. This is, however,
a very difficult task. Although first priority in the bud-
get has been given to this Ministry, the school shortage
problem is still serious. It is generally said that Thai
children like only book learning and shun vocational and
technical education. But avialable figures prove that
cuch is not the case. Every year, thousands of students
were turned away because thete-were not enough schools
to provide vocational, trade and technical education. Voca-
tional and technical schools cost more than ordinary .
«chools because tools and teaching equipments are very
expensive. Setting up a vocational or technical school.
is like setting up a small industrial plant. T have said
on a féw occasions that the State alone can never provide
education for every one in the nation. No State in this
world can have an adequate budget to provide higher
education for every person. It needs help from the public

and people may set up private schools. It needs to have
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financial sources other than the state budget. For this

reason, a Committee for Raising Educational Fund has
been set up within the National Council of Education.

According to the Ministry of Economic Affairs, the
figures of the Central Vegetable Market showed that income
during the revolutionary period was higher than in the
previous year. This past year, Thailand exported a large
quantity of duck eggs and this export has greatly en-
couraged duck raising. The result has been good. In
September this year, 9 million duck eggs were available
in the market. Moreover, meat valued at 4 to 5 million
baht was exported to foreign markets. This quantity has

never really been anticipated. The export of rice this
}ear is not less than that of last year.

‘Other crops, such as nmme were exPUrted in even
Qmater quantities. Export is an{}ther matter in which
I am very much interested because it is an important fac-
tor in maintaining the value of Thai currency and sound
~ financial position of the _ﬁquhtrjr. ~ Phere should be an
ﬂl_-gsillizatiﬂn' which can deal efficiently with the nation’s
exports, give full chﬂperatian to foreign countries and
appoint agents and find more markets in foreign coun-
{ries. This new organization of which I am thinking
will be set up very soon.

The Cooperatives Ministry started credit cooperatives
with the cooperation and assistance of the United States
Operations Mission. Coopertives for Cotton and Jute
Selling have also been setup. The Ministry also cooperated
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with various government agencies and Kasetsart Univer-
sity in organizing the Cooperatives for L.and Improvement,
sinking artesian wells and installing water pumping
machines at many places, while a few roads have been
constructed to facilitate the transportation in the Land
Cooperatives area. During this revolutionary year, educa-
tional and promotional work of the cooperatives has also

been expanded.

The Ministry of Public Health has also made some

progress during the revolutionary period. Various bills
amending the Health laws are being prepared so as to
deal adequately with such matters as narcotics, control of
food quality, drug sales and clinic control, medical prac-
tice, communicable diseases and poisonous materials. Three
new hospitals have been opened during this period at
Amphur Intaburi, Amphur Mea Sod and Amphur Haad
Yai. During the recent cholera epidemic outbreak, the
Ministry of: Public Health also worked painstakingly. At’
present much preparatwn has been made by that Mmmtry
to eradicate various kinds of diseases which may . occur
after the floods.

The Ministry of Industries has displayed an interest-
ing progress chart for industrial activities. During the
9 month period from January to September, B.E. 2502,
1,200 more workshops have been set up in Bangkok and
Thonburi provinces and 1,100 more in wvarious other
provinces. This shows that the policy of the revolutionary



Y - o

waduauvasadinaiuny #5.415 40

19 NAZ2Um < A21¢au.

regime based on justice and unity has helped to increase
industrial production without having to depend on the
Labour Act.  Production of big factories, especially of
the Thai Sugar Organization and the Gunny Sack Factory,

increased over the previous year. The quantity of tin for
export was eQual to that of last year, but the price was
even higher. As for the mineral production for local in-
dustries, such as for making cement, the quantity was
greater than that of the year before. The Science Depart-
ment.has steadily expanded its research work, and soon
there will be a National Research Council to help in this
work. The Industrial Promotion Department has also
effectively discharged its duties both on the technical and
promotional sides.  Associations for the promotion of
small-sized industries and home industries are also being

organized by the Department.

My compatriots and companions, T am very reluctant
to take up much of your time in making long speech in
which I tried to tell you the work that has been done
during the revolutionary period. But if T had not done so
there would have been criticism against the Revolutionary
Government that it could only lay down plans and no one
would know what has actually been accomplished. Thus,
I have to take this opportunity to explain our work to
you and, as you all ean see, the account was a succinet
one. There are numerous other items to which I did not

refer.
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In citing our achievements I have no desire to boast
of the success of the Revolutionary regime, but to enable
you to see and understand how we have worked during
this period. We have to do the work ranging from large-
scale national projects to small jobs of clearing away
scraps of paper. I am not being blindly optimistic or too
“much of a perfectionist. I do also consider bad aspects
and shortcomings, what should be done but has not yet
been done. I have to-.go on improving and adjusting a lot

of things. There is still a great deal to be done.

I wish, however, to express my appreciation and
commendation to all who have been responsible for the
successful work in the various fields that I mientioned. 1
thank you for your contribution toward the progress of
the country which is the goal of the Revolutionary Party.
The revolutionary work is-based on a three-fold principle:
Progress, Eliﬁcipline and ‘industriousness. As for pl‘ﬂgl‘ﬂﬂﬁl

it must be steady and incessant. i

I wish to convey to all my compatriots and compa-
nions my warm affection and true friendship and to thank
you sincerely for the support, assistance and cooperation
you gave to the Revolutionary regime during the past
year. I always bear in mind that national success and
progress depend neither upon me alone nor upon the

Revolutionary Party, but especially upon the wholehearted
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cooperation of all Government officials, the general
public and upon everyone of you. Without this full co-
operation, nothing can be achieved. Let us continue the
cooperation so that we may bring steady progress to our

beloved country and hold the King in high veneration.

May happiness be always with you.
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