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Abstract

This research aimed to study the Wiang Haeng community life style, and opinions concerning
the Wieng Haeng mining project and the expectations of the people regarding future development of
Wieng Haeng . These data will be used for public scoping for investigation of possible health
impacts from the Wiang Haeng mining project in Chiang Mai. Purposive sampling was used to select
the study areas, located close to the top, the middle, and the end of the mining area, and the propose
dumping area, which comprised the village of HouyKai in Tambol Piang Luang, MuangPok and
PangPor in Tambol San Hai, and KhonglLom in Tambol Muang Haeng respectively. Data were
collected by surveying, interviewing, and group discussion, and were confirmed by Wiang Haeng
people.

The results showed that the people in Wiang Haeng were Thai and Thai Yai. Some villages
consisted of Muser, Lisaw, and Karen communities. The temples were their communities centres and
Saehai reliquary is the focus of their faith. The cultural traditions included celebrating the Thai New
Year festival (Songkran ) Loy kratong, Tran khao mai, Tamboon salakapat, lustration of the reliquary,
Poysanglong (Buat luk kaew) in KhongLom. Community leaders were divided into 2 groups: formal
community leaders i.e. village headman; and informal community leaders namely monks, elders,
teachers, and temple helpers. Currently, people are becoming involved in politics, and have more
opportunity to present their thoughts. Many groups in the community have been formed by the
people, and the village funds are available in the community. Most of the people are engaged in
agriculture. Some people find foods and products from the forest. The Dtang river is the main river in
the community, but its flow has decreased and the water is contaminated with chemicals.

Most of the people did not want the mining project. They were afraid that it would cause
health problems and have negative impacts. They were afraid that the community life style would be
changed; their families would be broken up; they might have to move out of the area; and the focus
of their religious beliefs, the Saenhai reliquary, would be destroyed. They hoped that in the future,
Wiang Haeng would 1) maintain its traditions and cultures 2) conserve the natural forest and purity of
Dtang river, not suffer from air pollution, not lack of natural foods and resources 3) gradually develop
Wiang Haeng, with a public park, enough public transportation, and public telephone 4) have a good

community leaders who will represent the people, and foster communities unity ~ 5) have health



centers nearby and a well equipped hospital and 7) enough standard schools, providing information

technology, and have scholarships for the children.
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