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ABSTRACTS

FAMILY VIOLENCE: STATE OF THE ART REVIEW AND RESEARCH
PROMOTING SYSTEM IN THE FUTURE

By Penchan Pradubmook
2003
Key words family violence, literature review

This paper reviews research on domestic violence internationally and
nationally and suggests the direction of research promoting system in the future. The
analysis of this literature considers historical context, methodology issues, concepts
and theories related to domestic violence and situational reviews on wife abuse,
dating violence and child abuse. As domestic violence is emerging as a significant
social problem all over the world, there is a growing body of multidisciplinary
research on domestic violence. However there are key issues of controversies in the
study of domestic violence including definition, method of measuring and data
sources. The review suggested to create the structure and the process of domestic
violence research. It is suggested to develop a National Research Center that could
collect, process and disseminate reliable information, which can support policy and
practice efforts in the field. It will develop data from practice and return it to practice.

The Center will cover several areas of study including violence against women and all

forms of spousal violence; child abuse and neglect and dating violence.
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Annex

Concept for Center for applied research in domestic violence for Thailand

Domestic violence is emerging as a significant social problem all over the world.

Some cultures kept the phenomenon “behind closed doors” and avoided any

recognition or public discourse about it. Not surprisingly, societal reaction to domestic

violence was in accordance- mostly non-existent or mild. Such position is not divorced

from prevalent social attitudes towards women, children family and sex roles.
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In recent years there has been a growing awareness of domestic violence as a
social problem. This followed the changes in attitudes and in the status of women in
society. Such changes were associated with a dramatic increase in the reported
incidence of domestic violence and the subsequent locating of the phenomena in the
forefront of the public agenda. It has become politically correct to poor resources and
manpower into the field. Thus we are increasingly saturated with legislative and
programmatic initiatives which are by in large intuitive and guided by good will but with
little if any research, data base underpinnings. While there has been an increased
politization of the field everywhere, the availability of sound data made the difference
between success and failure of various initiatives in the filed. Therefore the development
of interventions based on reliable information and data in the various sub-fields of
domestic, violence is an imperative.

It is suggested to develop a National Research Center that could collect,
process and disseminate reliable information, which can support policy and practice
efforts in the field. The Center will cover several areas of study including violence
against women and all forms of spousal violence; child abuse and neglect; child
witnessing of interparental violence and dating violence.

The Center will be interdisciplinary bringing together researchers from various
disciplines such as sociology, social work, psychology, law and economy. It will develop
data from practice and return it to practice. The academic focus of the Center will
consist of developing and testing theories in various areas of domestic violence, which
will be academically sound and provide a basis for systematic thinking. The Center will
integrate sub-areas of domestic violence and use interactively data from several sub-
fields. For instance data about dating violence will be analyzed in light of evidence
concerning violence in the family and early child abuse. The Center will develop
expertise in a variety of methods ranging from survey methodology to qualitative
analysis, to be applied according to the subject matter.

The aims of the Center are:

® The first and foremost goal of the Center is to develop a reliable national

database in the various fields of study. These data will be gathered
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continuously over time and thus updating it and making it relevant for
immediate policy considerations.

The Center will serve as a national clearinghouse for data, research,
legislation and other sources of information concerning all aspects of

domestic violence.

The Center will disseminate information through publication seminars
and workshops directed at relevant professional groups such as police

social workers, judges, youth workers, educators etc.

The Center will promote policy relevant research on specific topics

related to domestic violence.

The Center will perform evaluation research of exemplary projects in

order to enhance accountability in the field.

It will identify critical issues in the field and develop position papers
related to these issues. Local and international experts will be used to
develop these papers.

The Center will develop an ongoing interdisciplinary forum of key
decision makers who will meet periodically to assess the needs of the

field.

The Center will join and develop connections with similar Centers of high
quality research around the word and develop collaborative projects
which can take the form of comparative research, and exchange of

researchers.
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