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The Royal Couple
at the Royal wedding
on April 28, 1950 at
Srapatoom Palace.
Left—His Majesty
presenting  traditional
gifts to Her Majesty the

/§§i n Grand Mother.
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His Majesty bestowing upon Her
Majesty the Queen the insignia of her
rank during the Coronation.

His Holiness
the Supreme
Patriarch pour-
ing holy water
upon His Ma-
jesty’s hands on
the occasion of
His Majesty’s
Coronation on
May 5, 1950.

June 9, 1971 marks the silver jubilee of the accession
to the throne of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
of Thailand who came to the throne at the tender age of 19.

The three-day celebrations were held on a spectacular
and grand scale throughout the kingdom.

Thai history records that from the Ayutthaya period
up to the present time (612 years ), of 43 ruling monarchs,
there are only 11 who reigned over 25 years.

The 25th anniversary of the accession to the throne
was celebrated for the first time by H.M. King Chulalongkorn
or King Rama V (1868-1910) of the present Chakri
Dynasty, who conceived while travelling abroad the
western idea of celebrating the silver jubilee.

The Royal Command then read :

“By Royal Command of His Majesty King Chula-
longkorn, all members of the Royal Family and courtiers
are hereby informed that His Majesty’s enthronement
will reach 25 years on October I, on the 112th year of
Chakri Dynasty. Whereby, His Majesty, having con-
templated that since the time of Ayutthaya to the present
reign, out of 38 kings, there were only nine who had
ruled the country for as long as or longer than himself,
so wishes that celebrations and merit-making be held in
dedication to those past kings, etc.”
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Proceeding on the Royal palanquin from Chakri Throne Hall to pay homage to the Emerald Buddha in the Royal Chapel.
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Consequently, a state ceremony, featuring religious
rites and celebrations took place for three days from
September 30 to October 2 at Bang Pa-in Palace, Ayutthaya.
Thirty-eight church dignitaries from Ayutthaya, Lopburi,
and Angthong were invited to participate in the religious
rites.

The most beautiful function, as recorded in the
Royal Gazette, was the presentation of lanterns in homage
to the 38 deceased kings. On the lanterns were written
verses by various poets and the lanterns were hung on
trees around the palace. At night they looked so beautiful
that the event was later remembered as *inscribed lanterns
of Bang Pa-in”".

On the occasion, His Majesty King Chulalongkorn
offered commemoration coins to the courtiers and some
government officers.
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A crowd of people gathering in front of Sutthai Sawan Hall to greet His Majesty on May 7, 1950.
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The Royal Couple paying homage to
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the Statue of King Rulml I, the

0 oagunsnidu wavngindad

qumlw of (hulw Dynasty, at the foot of the Memorial Bridge.

annsuliliand 4 Wiaziimmsynysinneauny « S
VNN @0 MU0 e Ay Taolsalihmdnsznmaus sazg Ny
nl?umm WeTnIAINIz0 aziiosargy Wossrmo ez
uduAusonszusammfudoanmiy ldnsaa oy |lmmmu3um VI o2
32 wlymesmmn Suveynenusi ozidesERIIImmn
) a0y anmSm:!mm‘lmmmmm1u aald
wivsznwdinlsmsenyTanalsdmdi fismhdudunausalszmhihunios
Wszavdmsuannse mnn:squ-mnmnnum:muswumn1\nu'l\mvnvmmumn
suinuMBToal

udlsand a Wil \nf'mlmnvnnm.!ms"mun mm\m
NI ynnamyidaaly  siwinems
Fainosananlnngodluodasiu

m.,n.nm.m.mJ lua lnummmmnmnﬂummmmnnmn na
udstailimindulaasid amdnoousihungdho Gonmiaiyh © evinduua
Thmnazan”

uonuNY fuudy fdamsamaznsonsand)  Wadanugnsdnnszamu
unmnauey

wzmadeaondodtini daiunoutiman ¢ hmszun
FL R T IS 1v\\lﬂl‘\lﬁ’7mhlﬂlim\lll:;iﬂﬂllﬂhlvlmﬁ T
WM WzKNsYeA 4 \hunn.nmnnum;m WonTNUAI0IG sea Thnudh
Taonsalszmminnamnde g © mzasoudidulaosiny movszlow
AUUOIMUI DAL

His Majesty King Bhumibol, ninth of the Chakri Dynasty,
like his late great grandfather King Rama I, the Founder of Chakri
Dynasty who was enthroned 189 years ago, made his first speech on
his .n.umm\ to the throne before the clerical congregation :

*“We shall reign in righteousness for the welfare of the Thai
populace.

Undoubtedly, His Majesty’s activities and engagements through-
out these long 25 years have already confirmed his oath. As the
repository of the great trust the people have in him, His Majesty
has spared no effort in advancing hls pcuplc s interests.
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Their ’\Iu/('\ln's on board H.M.S. Mol\lnng on their way back
to Bangkok from Switzerland. p
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“ Bhumibalo Bikkhu™ as His Majesty was known during his monkhood, with His Holiness
the Supreme Patriarch,his preceptor, during his monkhood, at Wat Bovornives.
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His Majesty King Bhumibol is an ideal monarch—that is, he
is a King of Righteousness who adheres rigidly to the Ten Kingly
Virtues as noted in the constitution of the Thammasart, the ancient
laws of Thailand. The Ten Kingly Virtues comprise alms-giving,
morality, liberality, rectitude, gentleness, self-restraint, non-anger,
non-violence, forbearance, and non-obstinacy. These meritorious
precepts have certainly helped His Majesty to perform his duties as
constitutional monarch, as Patron of Religions, and as Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces perfectly well.

As a constitutional monarch, His Majesty keeps closely in
touch with the Government. Occasionally, he grants an audience to
the Prime Minister and members of the Ministerial Council when
they want to consult him or report to him on important state matters
or any matter that might affect the welfare of his people.

The fact that the king has now reigned for a period of 25
years has given him a great advantage. He has dealt with important
officials, prominent men of various professions, visiting foreigners,
committee members of charity organziations, students and even
petitioners from up-country.
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Bhumibalo Bikkhu going on morning rounds to receive alms.
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His Majesty with Her Royal Highness the Princess Mother and Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana
after leaving his monkhood.
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There are days on which his duties keep him occupied
from early morning till late at night. But His Majesty
has never complained of weariness. Respected by his
government, all matters submitted to him always receive
his careful and scrupulous consideration.

Some of the various official functions that are to be
performed regularly by the king in the constitutional
monarchy are : the opening of the National Assembly
yearly, appointing the Prime Minister and the Ministerial
Council members, receiving foreign envoys and presiding
over important ceremonial functions.

His Majesty, always accompanied by Her Majesty
the Queen, has visited almost every part of the country.
Very often he journeys to the backwood areas of the
country to help his less fortunate people, braving all

WISUIMAUHY
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uATUNIIWINIY difficulties and all kinds of danger.

P Everywhere the King visits, h'e‘ always wants to
With his Roval know at first hapd what the conditions ar:c, then he

Mulheri ’ would converse with the people to learn of their problems

and see to it that they get all possible help.

When there are floods or fires in the provinces,
His Majesty would proceed to those places himself to
distribute clothing, food, medicines and household utensils
to the victims.
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His Majesty has also laid
emphasis on the status and
condition of the hill-tribe
people. Occasionally, he would
make a journey on foot uphill
for about five or six miles to
visit and present gifts to those
people.

During the hot season of
every year the Royal Family
would spend their time at Klai
Kangwol Summer Palace at
Hua Hin seaside resort. Even
during such vacation, His
Majesty still keeps himself busy
visiting the people of poor
circumstances in several villages
in the provinces nearby.

As the Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces,
His Majesty is always concerned
over the welfare of the soldiers
and border patrol policemen,
specially those wounded in
suppressing the terrorists in
the sensitive parts. The King
has proceeded to visit them,
giventhem hope and distributed
necessary belongings to them.
He even renders them first aid
if he happens to be near the
fighting zone.

nandnauiasguamFununsgs o wizikoedunauny
His Majesty making his speech from the Throne at the state ceremony of opening
a session of the National Assembly at Ananta Smakom Throne Hall.
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Presiding at various religious rites.
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His Majesty deems it his duty to visit the
people and the servicemen on active service in
remote areas. Everywhere he goes, he would
inquire personally into their well-being and
distribute to them all necessities.

Showing a close contact to his people, His
Majesty sometimes even shares the same cup of
drink with his people (lower picture).
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At leisure with the four Royal Children.
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His Majesty presides
over the cremation ceremo-
nies for the servicemen who
have lost their lives in
fighting against the terrorists
and in the war in Vietnam.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of education as a means
of bringing progress to the
country, His Majesty has
granted funds out of his
privy purse for students of
poor means but of high
educational records. The
Anantamahidol Foundation
was accordingly formed in
memory of his elder brother,
King Ananta Mahidol, to
grant scholarships to univer-
sity graduates for specialized
study and training abroad.
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His Majesty takes it as his duty to preside
over the graduation ceremony of every university of
the country, including that of Chiang Mai and of
Khon Kaen. When time permits, the King would
give a musical performance joining the band of
university students. At the same time, he would

address the gathering of students reminding them
of their responsibilities to the nation.
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With his Royal son, His Royal Highness Prince Vajiralongkorn
at various functions.



The Royal Family on various occasions.
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Being the Defender of the Buddhist Faith, His Majesty appoints all
church dignitaries and generally presides over the religious ceremonies of
the state both in Bangkok and in the provinces. As a devout Buddhist
himself, the King has been through the customary period of monkhood for
15 days at Wat Borvornives, thereby winning the enthusiastic appreciation
of his people.
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Taking a stroll in the
garden of the Royal residence

near London while visiting
England.
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Making a speech during
a banquet held in his honour
in Canberra, Australia.
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Delivering a vote of thanks
to the gathering of the College
of William and Mary which
presented His Majesty with an

honorary doctorate while in the
UsS.
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At the Mount Hope Farm, where
the Royalty were put up during a
visit to the US.
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Witnessing a demonstration of

a Maori in the course of his visit
to New Zealand.
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Granting a press interview at the Royal resi-
dence near London.
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Planting a victory flag on a

rock at Toey-Ngam inlet, Sattahip,

after sailing across the Gulf of ‘
Thailand from Hua Hin.
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As a keen sportsman in various kinds of games,
His Majesty has proved his prowess in yatching in the
Fifth SEAP Games, when he steered his OK dinghy
to win the gold medal together with his eldest daughter,
H.R.H. Princess Ubol Ratana.
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Water-skiing at Hua Hin.
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Badminton is also one of His Majesty’s favourite sports. Here His
Majesty playing with the ex-world Badminton Champion Wong Peng
Soon as partner at Chitralada Villa.
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Also as the patron of all religions in
Thailand, he attends important events connected
with the charitable institutions of different
religions.

As a devoted father, His Majety, apart
from being a kind disciplinarian, keeps a
close watch on the education of his four
Royal Children, At his command, the
Chitralada School was set up in the precinct







As a keen musician, His Majesty was awarded an honorary

certificate by the Institute of Music and Art of Vienna, Austria,
during his tour of that country.
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navhunaiuin
Playing clarinet.

of Chitralada Palace, so that he could supervise closely
over the study of the Prince and Princesses. His
eldest daughjer, H.R.H. Princess Ubol Ratana, and
a graduate of the school is now furthering her studies
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA :
while H.R.H. Prince Vajiralongkorn, the second child
and heir apparent to the throne, is now taking a
military training course at King’s College in Sydney,
Australia in preparation to go to the Duntroon Royal
Military College in Canberra next year.

His Majesty is a keen sportsman as well as an
artist.  One of his favourite sports is sailing, in which
he has proved his prowess at the 5th SEAP Games,
when he shared a championship title in OK dinghy
class with H.R.H. Princess Ubol Ratana, his eldest
daughter. It can be also said that the Princess owes
her capability in sports to the encouragement by her
Royal Father.

As an artist, His Majesty is very fond of music,
painting as well as photography. He has been
acclaimed as a music composer, whose compositions
have been played on various occasions both at home
and abroad. Also he took up painting some years
ago and has spent part of his spare time painting
portraits as well as the abstract-type pictures. Since
he was a boy, the King has also developed an art
of photography. His art works are said to be so
exquisite and superb that they are always requested
to be put on display at various important exhibitions.

Commemorating the silver jubilee of His Majesty’s
enthronement, the Thai Government and the people
join in celebrating this special occasion all over the
kingdom for three days.

Starting as early as 8.00 hours on June 8, Their
Majesties the King and Queen were present at a Royal
pavilion set up at the Prachathipatai Monument to review
a grand parade staged in his honour by the Three Armed
Forces, the Police and the home-guard voluntary units.

His Majesty, on the occasion, delivered an address of
advice to the gathering of the senior officers present there.

On the afternoon of the same day at Chitralada
Villa, Their Majesties received in audience the Prime
Minister, his Cabinet and their wives. The Prime Minis-
ter presented to Their Majesties commemorating medals.

Later, the Royal Couple presided over the ceremony
of laying the foundation stone for a ring road circling
the outer parts of Bangkok and Thon Buri. The road
is to be constructed in conformity with His Majesty’s
initiative and valuable advice with a view to alleviating
the present metropolitan traffic problems.

On the morning of June 9, Their Majesties the
King and Queen proceeded to Amarindra Vinichaya Hall
in the Grand Palace. Victorious stanzas were chanted
by monks in various monasteries throughout the kingdom,
while churches and mosques sounded seven strikes of
gong and bell as a blessing for Their Majesties.

Their Majesties graciously granted an audience to
His Royal Highness Prince Bhanubandhu Yugala, the
Prime Minister and the President of the National Assembly
who presented to Their Majesties tokens of allegiance
and good wishes on behalf of members of the Royal
Family, the Government and the people, respectively.

On June 10, at 11.30 hours. at Chakri Throne Hall,
Their Majesties the King and Queen granted an audience
to members of the diplomatic and consular corps who
gathered to tender Their Majesties their felicitations.

At 16.00 hours Their Majesties the King and Queen
were present at the Royal Chapel to receive blessings from
a chapter of 80 church dignitaries headed by His Holiness
the Supreme Patriarch and from Annamese and Chinese
monks as well.

At 19.00 hours at the Government House, the Royal
Couple attended a reception held in Royal honour by
the Government.

Roads, premises and shops were gaily decorated
and lit up for three nights.
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Photography and painting are
favourite hobbies of His Majesty.
The Royal works are occasionally
put up at national exhibitions for

the public.
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The Episcopal Council of Bishops and the Association of Catholics
of Thailand held an open-air mass to pray for the prosperity and happiness
of the Royal Family in Lumpini Park on June 6.
The Islamic mosques also conducted their religious rites praying for
the prosperity of Their Maijesties.
Also, this great occasion was highlighted by the following events:
— special stamps issued.
— commemorative medals and coins minted.
—study and research funds set up.
— building of nine commzmorative schools, the foundation stones
of which were laid by the Ministry of Education on June 9.
— jump staged by the
to raise fund for the construction of the 155th Mitraparp School.
The performance was graced by the presence of the Royal Couple
and the two Royal Children at the Royal Turf Club on June 5.
— sales of stickers for cars and premises by the Rotary Clubs all
over the kingdom to collect fund for the construction cost of the
ring road.
—exhibitions and film-shows on Royal activities held by various
schools. libraries and institutions.
and — various forms of gifts presented to His Majesty purposely for
charity as His Majesty sees fit.
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Receiving and giving state banquet for Royal guests
from abroad.

And one of the great meritorious events per-
formed by His Majesty on this occasion was a
granting of amnesty to prisoners all over the
kingdom, so as to give them an opportunity to
turn over a new leaf for their own benefit and
that of the nation.

Reigning for 25 years as the beloved king of
all the Thai people, His Majesty King Bhumibol
has proved himself a symbol of strength for the
nation. Never does he desert his people in time
of distress; he remains in close association with
them, spares on effort in helping them and even
sacrifices his happiness for them. For better, for

worse, it is His Majesty who con-
tributes a major share of the dri-
ving force, enabling him to be
the symbol of the national unity.
Whatever happens, His Majesty
reigns as a rallyins centre for the
loyalty and love of the people.

“Thy graces court beyond
thousand and one.
By thy hand justice’s done
compassionate.
Art pure as the sun
truly life-giving.
Loyalty we owe affectionate
transcending filial love.”

(This poem was written
by His Majesty the late King
Chulalongkorn in praise of a
king, a character in one of his
writings. This English translation
was rendered by M.R. Seni
Pramoj.)
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4 Receiving foreign envoy at Chakri
Throne Hall and greeting foreign represen-
tatives visiting here.
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A stamp ing the 25th anni f His
Majesty's accession to the Throne issued by the Post and Telegraph
Department.
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New medals and coins of various sizes in both silver
and gold minted for sale to the public on this great occasion.
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The Episcopal Council of Bishops and the Association
of Catholics of Thailand held an open-air mass in Lumpini
Park to pray for the prosperity and happiness for Their
Majesties the King and Queen on June 6.
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Premises and roads are
gaily decorated for the occasion.
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Their Majesties the King and
Queen being present at the Royal
pavilion erected at Prachathipatai
Monument to take salute of the
members of the Three Armed Forces,
the Police and the home-guard
voluntary units who stage a grand
parade in their honour.

On the occasion, the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces
extends to the Royal Couple the
salutation and best wishes. His
Majesty then makes a reply.
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Seated on the throne in Amarindra Vinichaya Hall,
the Grand Palace, His Majesty receives felicitations from
H.R.H. Prince Bhanubandhu Yugala, who extends his good
wishes on behalf of the members of the Royal Family.
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Laying thegoundation stone \
of the ring road at the ceremonial
site on Charoen Krung Road
-Bangkok Bridge intersection.
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<4 Chatting with officials at
the state reception held in His
Majesty’s grace by the Govern-
ment at the Government House.
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Granting a Royal audience
to members of the diplomatic
and consular corps, who tender
His Majesty their felicitations at
Chakri Throne Hall. ‘
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Display of lights and illumi-
nations for three nights as part o
the Silver Jubilee celebrations.
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